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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

1 . Examiner acknowledges the request for continued examination (RCE) filed on March 13, 
2006. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 13, 2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement has been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1,10, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Riches 
et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0035695. 

Regarding claims 1 and 13, Riches et al disclose a recording medium cartridge (4) 
comprising a recording medium (4a) and a cartridge memory (3), wherein a first cyclic 
redundancy checking (CRC) code produced from data recorded in the recording medium (page 1, 
paragraphs 6 and 23) is recorded in the cartridge memory and then secured an un-rewritable state 
(see page 1, paragraph 26, page 3, paragraphs 65 and 86, page 4, paragraph 92, and Response to 
Arguments) and wherein a flag for write protection is generated after completion of the data 
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in the recording medium and the cartridge memory is not rewritable (see page 2, paragraph 32 
and page 4, paragraphs 98 and 109). 

Regarding claim 10, the rejections applied to claims 10 and 13 in the Office action mailed 
June 29, 2005 are herein repeated for the same reasons (see Response to Arguments). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Riches 
et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0035695 in view of Malakapalli et al U.S. 
Patent No. 6,467,060. 

Regarding claims 16 and 19, the rejections applied to claims 16 and 19 in the previous 
Office action mailed June 29, 2005 are herein repeated for the same reasons (see Response to 
Arguments). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 4 and 7 are allowed. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claims 4 and 7, claim 4 discloses an apparatus for recording on/reproducing 
from a recording medium cartridge, comprising a CRC code comparing means which compares a 
second CRC code produced from data recorded in the recording medium with a first CRC code 
corresponding to the data recorded in the cartridge memory, the second CRC code being 
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corresponding to the data recorded in the cartridge memory, the second CRC code being 
produced when the data is recorded in the recording medium, which is neither taught or an 
obvious variation of the prior ait. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments filed March 13, 2005 regarding claims 1, 10, 13, 16, and 19 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. In response to the previous Office action 
mailed December 13, 2005 Applicant argues that Riches et al fail to show recording a CRC code 
in a cartridge memory and the securing is in an unrewritable state. The Examiner however 
respectfully disagrees. Riches et al discloses recording codes in a "signature area" within a 
memory comprising a plurality of blocks (for example, see Figs. 2-4) where each code is stored. 
Each code stored in the memory is written to a different memory block. It is considered that the 
codes are secured in an unrewritable state since once a code is stored in a block, a next code is 
written to a subsequent block, thus the code stored in the previous block cannot be rewritten 
(page 4, paragraph 92). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniell L. Negron whose telephone number is 571-272-7559. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30am-5:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne R. Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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